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masters and working-men in gambling, and the greater injury
wrought in the waste of their time and thoughts, should
become evils of the past, would improve the poor slaves of
this habit. That they should smoke less would not render
life less happy nor health less robust. Thirty-two millions
per year are now spent on tobacco ; better if half or more
were saved. And so with many of the rude sports, better
if these were abandoned. From these evils the Continent
and America are comparatively, and in some cases almost
entirely, free." Mr. Carnegie further points out that in
Britain "the employers often fail to give business the un-
remitting attention, and to display the energy and enterprise
of the founders of the practical monopoly of the past. They
generally regard it as only a means to win entrance to
another rank of society. The employed think too much of
how little they need do, too little of how much they can do.
Both classes still take life easily in this day of competition,
which only the day of established monopoly could support."

The discussion of the social and economic conditions of
Great Britain is far beyond our present scope, and it is
satisfactory to know that public opinion is being awakened
with regard to their importance, and educationists and social
reformers are earnestly directing attention to the problems
involved. In those days of internationalism in trade and in-
dustry the manufacture of inefficients must be avoided. The
weighty words of the closing sentence of the report of the
Commission on the Poor Laws should be taken seriously to
heart: " No country, however rich, can permanently hold its
own in the race of international competition if hampered by
an increasing load of this dead weight (of costly and useless
inefficients), or can successfully perform the r61e of sovereignty
beyond the seas if a portion of its own folk are sinking below
the civilisation and aspirations of its subject-races abroad."

When we look at the conditions of the Japanese in
relation to this competition, we see that although they
suffered at first from lack of experience they started with a
clean slate, and were able to take advantage of all the latest